
CORRECTION OF LAND REGISTERS ORDINANCE, No. 12 OF 1926. 



The first day of March One thousand nine hundred 

and twenty-six 


I 



GOVERNMENT OF PALESTINE. 


CORRECTION OF LAND REGISTERS ORDINANCE 

No. 12 of 1920. 

An Ordinance to make further provision for the 

correction of the Land Registers. 


BE IT ENACTED by the High Commissioner for Palestine, 
with the advice of the Advisory Council thereof :- 

1. This Ordinance mav be cited as the Correction of Short title. 

%• 

Land Registers Ordinance, 1926. 


2. In this Ordinance:- Definitions. 

“Land” includes anything attached to the earth or per¬ 
manently fastened to anything attached to the earth, but does 
not include minerals. 


“Director” means the Director of Lands. 

“Official Registers” means the Land Registers of the 
Government of Palestine. 

“Unofficial Land Books” means any books or registers 
other than the official registers in which a record of title to 
land or rights in land has been kept. 

* “Person” includes any corporate body. 

3. (1) Any person, Village Committee, or Local Council Lnoflicial land 

having in his or their possession any unofficial land book shall e °ed S to°Gover n- V 
within three months from.the date of this Ordinance deliver ment . 
such book to the Director and shall receive an acknowledge¬ 
ment of its delivery. 

Unofficial land 
book not delivered 
not to bo given in 
evidence. 


(2 y No unofficial land book which has not been de¬ 
livered to the Director within the said period of three months 
shall be pleaded or given in evidence in any Court as affecting 

anv land. ' 

•» 
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Entry in unofficial 
land book not to be 
given in evidence. 


(3) No entry made in an unofficial land book sub¬ 
sequent to the date of promulgation of this Ordinance in the 
Gazette, shall be pleaded or given in evidence in any Court as 
affecting any land. 


Restoration of 
books. • 


(4) The Director shall subject to any regulations 
made hereunder, restore any unofficial land book to the person, 
Committee, or Council which has delivered it, provided that he 
receives a copy of such book. 


Penalties for (5) Any person, Village Committee, or Local Council 

possession. found in possession of any such book after three months from 

the date of this Ordinance, save in the circumstances provided 
in the preceding sub-section, shall be liable to a fine not 
exceeding £E. 500. 

Power to apply for 4. (1) Where an unofficial land book has been delivered 

correction of offi- t 0 the Director, any person who has an interest recorded in 

transacbm^econl- su °b book may apply to the Director for tne registration ot the 
e<i in unofficial interests in the official registers; and, notwithstanding anything 
books. in the Ordinance of the Chief Administrator dated the 48th of No¬ 

vember, 1918, concerning the disposition of immovable property, 
or in the Transfer of Land Ordinance, 1920, and any amendment 
thereof, any sale, mortgage, lease, partition, or other transaction 
in land which, prior to the date of this Ordinance has been 
recorded in an unofficial land book shall not be deemed to be 
null and void for the reason onlv that it was not recorded in 

«i 

the official registers. 


(2) The application shall be supported by such evi¬ 
dence relating to the interest claimed as the Director may 
require. / 


Exclusion of land 
which is the sub¬ 
ject of final judg¬ 
ment. 


5. No application under this Ordinance shall be enter¬ 
tained in respect of any interest in land which could have been 
registered in the official registers in pursuance of the final 
judgment of a competent Court. 


Procedure on 
application to 
register. 


G. (1) Every application under this Ordinance shall be 

E ublished for a period of four months in such manner as may 
e prescribed by regulation hereunder; and the unofficial land 
books v and any maps or plans concerned, and all documentary 
evidence offered in support of such application, shall be open 
for inspection during that period by any officer of the Depart¬ 
ment of Lands or by any person claiming an interest in the 
land to which the application relates. 
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(2) If the land is registered in the official registers, 
notice of the application shall be served by the applicant 
upon the registered owner if he is in Palestine, and shall be 
communicated to him by registered letter if he is out of Palestine. 
If the registered owner has no known address or if he is 
registered, as the owner of an undivided share of the land, 
notice of the application may be given by publication in a 
newspaper or elsewhere as may be prescribed by the Director. 


(3) If it appears from the unofficial land books that 
any person other than the applicant has a recorded interest in 
the land, notice of the application shall be communicated to 
him in like manner. 


(4) The Director may in any appropriate case ex¬ 
tend the period within which notice of an adverse claim may 
be received. 


7. The Director may require any person who has a 
mortgage or charge recorded in the unofficial land books in 
respect of land which is the subject of an application to pro¬ 
duce for his inspection any documents relating to the mortgage 
or charge, and if required, to deliver to him copies thereof. 

8. (1) If no adverse claim is made within four months of 

the publication of the application, or such extended time as 
the Director may prescribe, the Director may order that the 
interest claimed shall be registered in the official registers in 
the name of the applicant, on payment of the fee prescribed 
herein. . 

/ 

(2) If the applicant* or his immediate predecessor in 
title is registered in respect of the land in the official regis¬ 
ters or if the interest claimed by the applicant is other than 
ownership, the applicant shall pay the fee prescribed under the 
appropriate head of the schedule of fees issuer! under the Land 
Transfer Ordinance, 1920. If me applicant or his immediate 
predecessor is not registered in respect of the land in the official 
registers and the interest claimed is that of ownership, the fee 
payable shall be that prescribed in the said schedule for the 
issue of a certificate of registration when property does not 
appear in the registers. 

9. (1) If a person having an interest registered in the 
official registers or the unofficial land books makes objection to 
the registration within the said period of four months, or any 


Mortgagee to pro¬ 
duce documents 
for inspection. 


Order for regis¬ 
tration where no 
adverse claim. 


Procedure where 
objection raised 
to registration. 
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extension thereof duly made by the Director, the Director shall 
notify the applicant for registration and require him to refer his 
application within 30 days of such notification to the Land Court 
of the district in which the land is situate. If the applicant 
fails to refer his application to the Land Court within such 
period, no change shall be made in the registration in the 
official registers. 

(2) If any other person claiming an interest in the 
land makes objection to the registration within the same period, 
and notifies the Director thereof in the manner prescribed by 
Regulation, the Director shall require the person objecting to 
refer his claim forthwith to the Land Court; and if such person 
fails to refer the claim within 30 days, the Director shall pro¬ 
ceed as if the objection had not been raised. 


Powers of the Land 


the Land 


10. (1) Where an application is referred to 
Court where objec- (" <our t under the preceding Section, the Court may, notwithstan- 
tion mat e to |j n g any tiling in the enactments mentioned in Section 4 hereof, 

all the circumstances of the case, and make 
such order in the matter as shall be just and equitable. 


registration. 


c 

have regard to 


(2) The fees payable on an action in the Land Court 
shall be those prescribed for a possessory action in respect ot 
the land. 


Director may retain 
documents. 


11. Where an order has been made for registration in 
the official registers under this Ordinance, whether by the 
Director or by the Land Court, the Director may retain pos¬ 
session of any documents produced in support of the application 
for registration. 


Power reserved in 
case of a land 
settlement. 


12. If at any tii^ie a land settlement is instituted in Pa 
lestine, the officer conducting the settlement in an area in which 
transactions have been recorded in the unofficial land book 
shall give notice to any person who has an interest recorded 
in the unofficial land book as well as to the owner registered 
in the oflicial registers that he proposes to determine the title 
to the land and is prepared to receive any claim; provided that 
no such notice shall be given where an objection to registra¬ 
tion under this Ordinance has been referred to a Land Court. 


Regulations, 


13. The High Commissioner in Executive Council may 
make, v and when made, may vary or revoke, Regulations for 
the purpose of giving effect to this Ordinance, and in particular, 


niLt 
ot ■». 


; matters: — 
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(a) As to the form of application for and objection 
to registration. 

(b) As to the manner of the publication of the 
application. 

(c) As to the form of notice of publication and proof 
of service thereof. 

(d) As to the fees to be paid on an application 
under this Ordinance and on registration. 

(e) As to the restoration of any unofficial land books 
when the registration has been completed. 


PLUMER, F. M. 

1st March, 1926. High Commissioner. 
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